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(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To provide an image monitoring system that can automatically move 
a video camera toward a particular surveillance target. 
[Means] A plurality of microphones 1 to 5 placed with different azimuths 
10 within a horizontal plane as a microphone group 102 are used to identify the 
azimuth of a sound source (intruding object) S, and a electric pan head 103 is 
controlled to automatically direct a video camera 101 to the direction of the 
sound source S. 

[Effect] When the object emitting sound enters a surveillance target region, the 
15 video camera is automatically pointed to the direction of the object, and the 
image and sound of the intruding object can reliably be obtained without the 
need for checking a monitor at all times. 

[0045] The transmission of a sound signal of this embodiment will be 
20 explained next. In the image monitoring system of the present invention, 
audio communication is necessary in some cases between a monitoring site 
and a monitoring center and at that time, two-way communication, such as a 
general telephone, is preferable,. However, in order to make this possible, a 
transmission path is required. If it is possible to commonly use a dedicated 
25 transmission path existing between the monitoring site and the monitoring 
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center, which is used for transmitting image data or control signal for 
monitoring, it is more advantageous in terms of costs. 
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